
Special Topics in Graphic Design :  Advanced Photography :  Color Calibration

Color calibration is an important element in the production of printed 
materials. Proper calibration consists of multiple steps which must all be 
performed for accurate color output. The initial step is to calibrate your 
monitor, then adjustments must be made for all input devices (camera, 
scanner, etc). Finally, printer profiles must be loaded for any output devices.
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Monitor Calibration:
1. Copy the Huey software onto your desktop.

2. Double-click and follow the instructions to calibrate the monitor.

For more information, go to pantone.com and select color control.

Input Devices:
1. Scan and/ or photograph the ColorChecker chart and open in  Photoshop.

2. Using the color sampler tool set to 5 by 5 average, click in the center of one 

of the sample squares, starting with the gray scale.

3. Create a curves adjustment layer and set a point on the curve using the 

color sample location.

4. Find the RGB values of that square on the ColorChecker guide and adjust 

the curve until the actual RGB values are the same, selecting each channel 

separately if necessary.

5. Repeat for all of the squares.

6. Save your changes as a curves preset to use later.

Printer Profiles:
1. Download the printer profile for the printer you will be using.

2. Copy the profiles into Library-ColorSync-Profiles on your computer.

3. In Photoshop, go to Edit-Color Settings and load the appropriate profile 

into Working CMYK.

4. When printing the file, make sure Photoshop Manages colors is selected, 

and choose the same profile. 




